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party indeed was in process of organization in the
South even before the passage of the reconstruc-
tion acts. Its membership was made up of negroes,
carpetbaggers, or Northern men who had come in
as speculators, officers of the Freedmen's Bureau
and of the army, scalawags or Confederate rene-
gades, " Peace Society " men,* and Unionists of Civil
War times, with a few old Whigs who could not
yet bring themselves to affiliate with the Demo-
crats. At first it seemed that a respectable num-
ber of whites might be secured for the radical
party, but the rapid organization of the negroes
checked the accession of whites. In the winter
and spring of 1866-67 the negroes near the towns
were well organized by the Union League and the
Freedmen's Bureau and then, after the passage of
the reconstruction acts, the organizing activities
of the radical chieftains shifted to the rural dis-
tricts. The Union League was greatly extended:
Union League conventions were held to which
local whites were not admitted; and the formation
of a black man's party was well on the way be-
fore the registration of the voters was completed.
Visiting statesmen from the North, among them

1 Sec The Day of the Confederacy, by Nathaniel W. Stephenson (in
The Chronicles of America), p. 121, footnote.